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C.A.R.E. Team (Child Abduction Response Effort)
CART (Child Abduction Response Team) / York County’s Missing Child Task Force

Founded in 2006.
Team responds to missing endangered and abducted children incidents in York County, Pennsylvania.

Team Mission:

The mission of the York County C.A.R.E. Team is to enhance the safe recovery of abducted or missing
and endangered children in York County by providing assistance to local law enforcement agencies
through a multi-disciplinary team of specially trained professionals in the area of investigating and
finding missing children; to provide the families of missing children with support and resources; and
reducing the risk of incidence through education, prevention and community outreach.

Made up of 46 members from 20 agencies which include:

FBI, First Tracks Search & Rescue, Northern York County Regional PD, PA State Parole, PA State
Police, South Central Search & Rescue, Southern Regional PD, , Summit Search & Rescue, West
Manchester Twp. PD, West York Borough PD, York City PD, York County Adult Probation, York County
Children & Youth, York County Children’s Advocacy Center, York County 911, York County Emergency
Management, York County Juvenile Probation, York County District Attorney’s Office, York County
Regional PD, York County Sheriff’'s Office

Team Leader - Det. Steve Rowe — York County District Attorney’s Office
Asst. Team Leder — Lt. Det. Jeff Rineer — York County District Attorney’s Office
Team Coordinator - Lt. David Kahley — West York Borough Police Dept.

The team assist local agencies with cases about 8 — 12 times a year.
Certified by the US Dept. of Justice AMBER Alert Program (through Fox Valley
College).

The certification is a standard in excellence for preparedness and response to missing and
endangered or abducted children incidents.

First certified in 2010. Has maintained certification each year since.

The certification consists of a review of policies, protocols and/ or standards in the

following:

Response Criteria, Team Composition, Notificaiton Protocol, Communication, Command and
Control, Search Operations, Training, Legal Issues, Equipment Inventory, Operational
Protocols, Victim Assistance & Reunification and Community Education.

The C.A.R.E. Team is the 1% CART team in Pennsylvania to be certified.

Pennsylvania only has three county CART teams (Allegheny, Erie and York).

There are currently two certified teams in PA (York & Allegheny) and as of 2022, 29 in
the United States.



Certification requires annual training, which we complete via a table top exercise or a mock drill.

K9’s:
Bloodhound: K9 Sgt. Prince — York County Sheriff’s Office — Handler is Cpl. Shane Kauffman
Donated to the team by the Jimmy Ryce Foundation with help of a donation
from the Prince Athletic Club in York, in March 2017.

Man-tracking K9, uses scent articles to track. Bloodhounds have 230 million
olfactory cells (scent receptors) — 40x the number in humans.

Jimmy Ryce Center — Named after Jimmy Ryce, 9 year old who was kdnapped
and murdered in Florida in 1995. Parents believed if police had a
bloodhound, Jimmy would’ve been found quicker. Parents established the
center to assist law enforcement and provide free bloodhounds for use in
search and rescue.

The team took the name “CARE” at the request of Jimmy’s mother, Claudine.

Prince will retire in the next year or two. The York County Mason’s made a donation
for the next bloodhound, K9 Mason, who will take over when Prince retires.

K9 Lt. Lou (Ret. / EOW 05/03/19) — York County Sheriff’s Office — Handler was
Sgt. Shipley — In service from 03/2008 through 09/2017

K9 Stratton and K9 Briggs — Summit Search and Rescue — Briggs is also a therapy dog.

Shepherds: K9 Hawk — York County Sheriff’s Office — Handler is Cpl. Strine
K9 Trax — First Tracks Search & Rescue — Handler is Mark Pascale

Training
Train annually either by tabletop drill or mock exercise.
Additional specialized training for members throughout the year.
Team members train through different national organizations such as NCMEC or the Amber Alert
program.

The team is a non-profit 503(c)(3) and receives no government or agency funding; and relies strictly on
fundraisers and donations.

Donations help fund training, supplies and equipment for callouts and services for Prince.

Donations can be made to: York County CARE Team
Attn: Lt. Rineer
York County District Attorney’s Office
45 N. George St.; 3™ Floor
York, PA 17401

Team works with national organizations such as NCMEC (National Center for Missing and Exploited Children)
and Team Adam (provides assistance to law enforcement) — Named after Adam Walsh, a 6 year old,
kidnapped and murdered in Hollywood Florida in 1981.



The team has Amber Alert advisors from the Pennsylvania State Police on the team, who can issue Amber
Alerts or MEPAS (Missing Endangered Person Advisory System) alerts through PA.

Named after Amber Hagerman, 9 year old kidnapped and murdered in Arlington Texas in 1996.
Amber Alert developed by her parents.
Alerts require certain criteria:

Amber Alert: Child must be under 18, be in imminent danger of serious bodily harm or
death and other relevant considerations (descriptions, time elapsed, witnesses).

MEPAS (Missing Endangered Person Advisory System): Do not meet the criteria of an amber
alert and the person is missing under unexplained, involuntary or suspicious circumstances or
due to the persons age, health disabilities or other conditions, place the person in peril of
serious bodily injury or death.

Statistics:

Every year, approx. 600,000 people are reported missing. 60-100 are reported to be non-family
abductions.

In 2020, there were 365,348 missing children entered into NCIC.

91 % were endangered runaways; 5% family abductions; 3% critically missing young
adults 18-20; 1% lost or injured and less than 1% non-family abductions.

Of the listed runaways, 1 in 6 were likely victims of child sex trafficking
Girls 12-17 years of age are typical victims of abduction.
Most abductions are family-related with some kind of custody order in place.

When a child is abducted, there is a 44% chance they’ll be killed within the first hour; a 74% chance
they’ll be killed within 3 hours and a 91% chance they’ll be killed within 24 hours.

Children who are missing in areas that have a CART have a greater likelihood of being located alive
than in areas that do not have a CART.



